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I, \”"T'heﬁ&ecree dissolving the French National ,@ssembl, , became

effectlve on 2 December, DESPITE THE FACT THAT AeTion Now MEARS
 THE ELEETIONS MAY WELL BAVE 10 & HELD DVPHG THE HOLIDAYS &
A. Premier Faure ruled ou}\%rther delay i—endor to nul-
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Elections are now likely to be held on New Year's Day(to

(wrets REdoEes NEW
comply w1th the constltutlonal provision lectlons

are being sought. .
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II1. In the meantime, Faure intends to fight hls\Zdi‘i‘Ster from the

Radical Socialist Party. {5
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B. Mendes—Francé;‘“C‘é‘ntrols the Earty machinery, - isy at- iy 4
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Resistance Union W:I.th the Radical Socialists, " ‘@“
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. Even if Fauwe—is ousted from the party,/,»hs\v.’lll t there—

};&v&z w
by be cut off from all Radical Socialist support, Senclr TACTy
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I11. AAhe 1951 single-ballot electoral law will be used,

Tan 50 gw—efmdﬂ - o FRANCE'SQO ...
@;}TH‘; Al A, This provides for party lists in*-eac’n;‘ﬁ@e%artments, which Aew

Documsr\;’rmwelectoral districts, and permits the parties to af—
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B. Any single-party slate or’affiliatedlslate that obtains
FOR THAT
) an absolute majority gets all the seaté‘&n—*hé Ebpartment.
TN THE ABSEHCE oF 4 MAToRITY, :

. » the seats are allotted by proportional

representation,
ANY
C. Since it is virtually impossible forﬂone party to obtain
an absolute majority,'electoral alliances will be re-
sorted to, -~
./_4,)47_#2@6#;"" 1PN
Dy MheYlaw was originally designed to minimize Communist
i r
and Gaullist representation, ¥a£/;s now expected to help
o the Communists, BEGACSE OF snTieipater REF 4’4#//2#&‘5: wirH
SOCILsTS 1 A5 WEL AS Bz€Avse PRopoRrTIONAL REPLESENTAT I FAVOR'S THE TOF &
IV, 7Too early to make any predictions on the outcome of ¥reonch g
:I;&n elections,
A, "Alliances"are less cleaqdat this poin%athan in 1951,
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They will be made largely on local issues:

s o
(::E;?}. The Communists are expected to form some alliances

with the Socialists, with each group picking up about
10 percent more seats (about 110 eac%?in th$\2§¥¥£ﬁﬁfif
of the National Assembly president).
<§§~). The Independents are expected to make the greatest
: gains, largely at the eéxpense of the Gaullists, They
will ally mostly with the Popular Republicans and
the Radicals, despite Mendes-France's desires to limit
Radical"alliances”largely to the Socialists.
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@ There is little likelihood of Communist participation in

the government formed following the election,
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